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The whole situation is now changed for me. My eyes, I fancy,
are opened. Experience has made me wiser. I consider the exist-
ing system of Government to be wholly bad and requiring special
national effort to end or mend it. It does not possess within itself
any capacity for self-improvement. That I still believe many Eng-
lish administrators to be honest does not assist me, because I
consider them to be as blind and deluded as I was myself* There-
fore I can take no pride in calling the empire mine or describing
myself as a citizen. On the contrary, I fully realize that I am a
pariah untouchable of the empire. I must therefore constantly
pray for its radical reconstruction or total destruction, even as a
Hindu pariah would be fully justified in so praying about Hindu-
ism or Hindu society.
The next point, that of ahimsa, is more abstruse. My con-
ception of ahimsa impels me always to dissociate myself from al-
most everyone of the activities I am engaged in. My soul refuses
to be satisfied so long as it is a helpless witness of a single wrong
or a single misery. But it is not possible for me, a weak, frail,
miserable being, to mend every wrong or to hold myself free of
blame for all the wrong I see. The spirit in me pulls one way, the
flesh in me pulls in the opposite direction. There is freedom from
the action of these two forces, but that freedom is attainable only
by slow and painful stages. I cannot attain freedom by a mecha-
nical refusal to act, but only by intelligent action in a detached
manner. This struggle resolves itself into an incessant cruci-
fixion of the flesh so that the spirit may become entirely free*
MORE CASES IN POINT
I was again an ordinary citizen no wiser than my fellows,
myself believing in ahimsa and the rest not believing in it at all but
refusing to do their duty of assisting the Government because they
were actuated by anger and malice. They were refusing out of
their ignorance and weakness. As a fellow-worker, it became
my duty to guide them aright. I therefore placed before them
their clear duty, explained the doctrine of ahimsa to them and
let them make their choice which they did. I do not repent of
my action in terms of ahimsa. For under swaraj too I would not
hesitate to advise those who would bear arms to do so and fight
for the country.
WHAT OF THE FUTURE?
That brings me to the second question. Under swaraj of my
dream there is no necessity for arms at all. But I do not expect